


“I was watching everything McLain did carefully,” Bluman said. “He’s a fast rider, and he loves 
to win this class. Then the crowd went crazy when he finished, and I had so many emotions at 
that point. I just said to myself that I was going to give everything – absolutely everything – I 
had. I was going to take all the risks, and I was going to beat him. I wasn’t going to be slower 
than him today. And it worked out.”

“It was a really incredible feeling,” Bluman added. “It’s really special not only because it’s the 
Hampton Classic, but because it’s McLain Ward on his home turf. To beat him today is 
definitely going to be one that I’ll remember.”
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Ward has won the Hampton Classic Grand Prix a record seven times, and this year he brought 
his 2021 Olympic partner, Contagious, to compete. The 12-year-old German Sport Horse 
gelding, owned by Beechwood Stables LLC, helped Ward clinch Team Silver at this summer’s 
Tokyo Olympics. 
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“He’s a super quality horse,” Ward said. “He’s always been very, very careful, and he’s a fighter. 
My team has that horse in spectacular form right now from preparing for the Olympics, where 
we achieved a dream result. It’s nice that he was able to return home and be fit and ready to go, 
which is a testament to all the care from our team.”

After his second-place finish in the Grand Prix, Ward won the $30,000 LONGINES Rider 
Challenge with a total of 538 points. Bluman placed second with 350 points. 

McLain Ward earned second place for his Grand Prix ride aboard Contagious and won the 
$30,000 LONGINES Rider Challenge © Kind Media


