


THE HAMPTON CLASSIC 
Letter to the Media  

 
 
Dear Members of the Media: 
 
We are pleased to present to you the Media Kit for the 36th annual Hampton Classic Horse Show.  In order to be 
more eco-friendly, this Media Kit is available online only and will not be available in hard copy; please print 
out any information that you may need. 
 
The Hampton Classic Media Center is located between the grandstands and the chalets. It has ample working 
space, power and wireless internet access. It is also a good vantage point for watching the competition in the 
Grand Prix ring.  
 
The Hampton Classic celebrates its 36th year, August 28 – September 4, 2011, with more than 70 corporate 
sponsors drawn from virtually every sector of the business world—fashion, finance, luxury brands, publishing, 
real estate, and television. FTI Consulting leads a host of new and returning sponsors that have lined up to be 
part of the 2011 Hampton Classic. The $250,000 FTI Grand Prix and FEI World Cup™ Qualifier, the 
Classic’s featured event, will be held on Sunday afternoon, September 4.  
 
The Hampton Classic Horse Show is one of the country’s largest and most spectacular hunter/jumper horse 
shows. With more than 1,600 horses and close to $700,000 in prize money, the Classic is not only a sporting 
event of major proportions, but also one of the most extravagant social events of the Hamptons’ summer season. 
The thousands of spectators who attend each day enjoy watching a full schedule of competition in six show 
rings while also hoping to catch a glimpse of some of the many celebrities on hand.   
 
More than 3,000 guests are seated in four of the largest VIP patrons’ tents that can be found at any sporting 
event in America. These VIPs include the heads of corporations, guests from television, the music industry, the 
fashion world and Hollywood. This mix of writers, artists, entertainers and business people produces one of the 
most exciting parties of the year.  
 
In all, about 50,000 spectators attend the Classic each year. With ample parking and grandstand seating, as well 
as dozens of shops and restaurants on site, there is plenty to do for every member of the family. 
 
Some things to know: 
 

 PARKING:  There is no designated Media Parking area, but we can make arrangements for working 
TV crews. 

 SIGN IN AT THE MEDIA CENTER:  Be sure to come to the Media Center upon arrival to get your 
official media credential.   

 ARRANGE FOR RESULTS OR INTERVIEWS:  Results are available online, but if you want you 
can pick up a hard copy each day.  If you would like to interview a rider, trainer or show official, we can 
assist you in contacting that person. 

 WATCH THE GRAND PRIX EVENTS FROM THE MEDIA CENTER & GRANDSTANDS:  
The Media Center is a good location for you to watch the events in the main ring. The Grandstands also 
offer a good vantage point from which to view the classes. Power and wireless internet access are 
available at the Media Center.  

 PHOTOGRAPHER SHOOTING AREAS FOR GRAND PRIX SUNDAY:  We have areas from 
which photographers and TV cameras can shoot the $250,000 FTI Grand Prix. You are also free to shoot 
from the Media Center or the Grandstands. 

 



 GRAND PRIX SUNDAY VIP TENT:  There will be limited admittance into the VIP Tents on Grand 
Prix Sunday.  Only specially credentialed media (no more than two per publication) will be allowed in 
from 12:00-2:00 p.m.  The VIP entrance is a great place to catch the guests as they arrive.  We anticipate 
many of our regular celebrities will be there.  All media wishing access to the VIP Tent must be at an 
11:00 a.m. orientation meeting.  Prior to entry, the Hampton Classic's President Dennis Suskind, 
Executive Director Shanette Barth Cohen, and head of Security Tim Fennelly will review policies for 
the media in the VIP tents.  

 BIOGRAPHIES OF THE RIDERS: Bios of the grand prix riders are available for your reference at 
www.hamptonclassic.com. 

 BRING CLIPS OF YOUR STORIES: If you have had any stories published about the Hampton 
Classic or some of your stories will be coming out during the show, please bring them with you.  We 
keep a file of all published clips.                                                                                                           
Please email your post event coverage to meg@classic-communications.com.  

 PLEASE DON’T FORGET TO MENTION OUR SPONSORS: Many of our sponsors’ names are 
associated with a class.  We would appreciate if you could mention our sponsors’ names whenever 
possible.  They help make the Classic possible. 

 
 
We have photos on file, as well as video footage. If you have any questions or need photos, please call our 
office at the horse show or our full time Press Office at (508) 698-6810 or email to Meg@classic-
communications.com.  
 
We’ll gladly do our best to try to accommodate you. 
 
With warm regards,  
 
Marty Bauman 
 
Marty Bauman 
Media Chief 
Hampton Classic Horse Show 
 
 
 

  Become a “fan” of the Hampton Classic Horse Show! 

  Become a “fan” of Classic Communications! 

  Follow the Hampton Classic Horse Show on Twitter! 

  Follow Classic Communications on Twitter! 



HAMPTON CLASSIC HORSE SHOW 

FAST FACTS 
WHAT: The 36th Annual Hampton Classic Horse Show  

 
WHEN:  August 28 – September 4, 2011 
 
WHERE: Bridgehampton, NY (off Montauk Highway, Route 27 – 240 Snake Hollow Road) 60-acre 
showgrounds, located near some of the most beautiful beaches on the East Coast, amidst the splendor of the 
Hamptons summer scene. 

HOURS: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily (approximately) 

MEDIA CONTACT:   
 Marty Bauman, Classic Communications:  
 Phone: (508) 698-6810 • Fax: (508) 698-6811• E-mail: info@classic-communications.com  
 or 

Hampton Classic Press Office: 
 Phone: (631) 537-5446 • Fax: (631) 537-5443 • E-mail: info@hamptonclassic.com 
    

www.hamptonclassic.com 

 

TICKET/BOUTIQUE/SPONSORSHIP/TABLE/GENERAL SHOW INFORMATION:  
Call (631) 537-3177 or Fax (631) 537-5443.  Please check website for the latest information. 

ADMISSION: Children Under 6/Free; FREE PARKING 

 Sunday, Aug. 28 - Sunday, Sept. 4:  $10/person or $20/carload 
 Monday, Aug. 29:      Admission Free 
       Boutiques & Exhibition Tent Open 
       ASPCA Adoption Day 
 Seniors Free      Tuesday – Thursday, August 30-September 1 
 Saturday, Sept. 3:    Cablevision’s Kids Day:  Children under 12 Free 
 Sunday, Sept. 4:    Reserved Grandstand Seats: $25/person (in addition to  
       $10/person or $20/carload admission)   
       $35/person preferred center sections grandstand seating. 
 
VIP TENT TABLES: There are four VIP Tents at the Hampton Classic: the Grand Prix Tent on the south side 
of the main ring, the USET Tent on the east end of the ring, the Chalet Tent on the north side and the new VIP 
Tent at Jumper Ring II.  Tables are available to sponsors and competitors whose overall financial support of 
the Classic meets suggested guidelines.   
 
OPENING DAY TABLES: On Sunday, August 28 tables of eight may be purchased for $400 and Grand Prix 
Ringside tables, which include fourteen passes, are available for $600.   
 
SPECTATORS: Spectators come from Long Island, Manhattan and the Metropolitan area and include the 
general public, corporate executives, celebrities and their families.  Others guests include vacationers 
summering in the Hamptons from many parts of the world.  
 
COMPETITORS: From the US, Canada and abroad including up-and-coming riders, Olympic veterans and 
World Cup and World Championship riders.  Leadline class features riders as young as three years old. 
 



DIRECTIONS: Long Island Expressway to Exit 70, South on Eastport Manor Road to Route 27, East to Route 
27A (Montauk Highway), East to Bridgehampton Commons. Turn left on Snake Hollow Road to the 
showgrounds just past RR tracks. 
 
THINGS TO DO: Spectators enjoy the competition in five show rings.  The Exhibition Tent offers hands-on 
activities including pony rides and exotic zoo animals.  The Boutique Garden has show souvenirs and many 
unique shops.  Food is available on the grounds. Nearby are the Hamptons' famous beaches, nightclubs, 
restaurants, and boutiques. 
 
COMMUNITY PARTNER: Southampton Hospital is the official community partner of the Hampton Classic.  
Since its inception, the Hampton Classic has contributed more than one and a half million dollars to 
Southampton Hospital.  In addition, the Hampton Classic supports many other local and equestrian related 
charities. 
 
PURPOSE: To offer the nation's top horses and riders a chance to showcase their talents at one of the finest 
horse shows in the country. 
 
TELEVISION: WVVH-TV, the official Long Island television station of the Hampton Classic, will broadcast up 
to five hours of competition and highlights each day during the Classic. These broadcasts can also be viewed 
online at www.wvvh.tv.   
 
CELEBRITIES/MEDIA PERSONALITIES: The line-up of celebrities who have attended or competed at the 
horse show in the past includes such stars as Alec & Billy Baldwin, Candace Bergen, Christie Brinkley, Kate 
Capshaw, Kelly Ripa and Mark Consuelos, Glenn Close, Katie Couric, Robert Duvall, Katherine Hellman, 
Mariel Hemingway, Bianca Jagger, Billy Joel, Mick Jones, Quincy Jones, Donna Karan, Caroline Kennedy, 
Calvin Klein, Kelly Klein, Matt Lauer, Ralph Lauren, Susan Lucci, Joan Lunden, Elle MacPherson, Kelsey 
Grammer, Chynna, Bijou & Mackenzie Phillips, Stefanie Powers, Randy Quaid, Chuck Scarborough, Steven 
Spielberg, Bruce Springsteen, Martha Stewart, Barbra Streisand, Kathleen Turner, Robert Wagner, and Tom 
Wolfe. 
 
OLYMPIC VETERANS WHO MAY BE COMPETING: Nona Garson (2000 USA), Lauren Hough (2000 USA), 
Norman Dello Joio (1992 individual Bronze Medalist/USA), Anne Kursinski (1988 and 1996 team Silver 
Medalist/USA), Joe Fargis (1984 Double Gold & 1988 team Silver Medalist/USA), Leslie Burr Howard (1984 
team Gold & 1996 team Silver Medalist/USA), Peter Leone (1996 team Silver Medalist/USA), Federico Sztyrle 
(2004 Argentina), Peter Wylde (2004 team Gold Medalist/USA), Chris Kappler (2004 team Gold and individual 
Silver Medalist/USA), McLain Ward (2004 and 2008 team Gold Medalist/USA), Margie Engle (2000 USA), 
Beezie Madden (2004 and 2008 team Gold Medalist/USA), and Laura Kraut (2000, and 2008 team Gold 
Medalist/USA). 
 
WEBSITE: The Hampton Classic website, www.hamptonclassic.com, features full show information, schedule, 
results, ticket information, photo gallery as well as link to the Hampton Classic’s online Poster Store and more.  
The site has a complete sponsor listing and section describing the Classic’s many service providers and 
vendor booths.  There are complete lists of classes offered as well as a downloadable time schedule. The 
Classic’s e-mail address is info@hamptonclassic.com. 
 
YOUTH ACTIVITIES/EXHIBITION TENT: The Exhibition Tent features daily activities by various organizations.  
In addition, visitors enjoy pony rides, and our special exotic zoo animals. 
 
WELFARE OF THE HORSE: Veterinarians, farriers and the show stewards are on duty daily.  The 
veterinarians and stall watch services are available 24 hours a day.  The Hampton Classic has pioneered 
many special horse welfare regulations.  The Classic works closely with HEART (Humane Equine Aid & Rapid 
Transport) to assure that its state-of-the-art equine ambulance is on site and to help raise fund for HEART’s 
service nationwide.  
 
FTI GRAND PRIX: Horses who successfully complete the course during Friday's $50,000 Spy Coast Farm 
Grand Prix Qualifier qualify to compete in Sunday’s $250,000 FTI Grand Prix and FEI World Cup™ 
Qualifier.  There will be one horse permitted per rider. The Grand Prix is recognized by the Federation 



Equestre Internationale (FEI) as a CSI 4-star event.  The class features Olympians, World Champions and 
USEF veterans.  Because of the show's location in the Hamptons, many of the area’s glitterati come to see 
and be seen in the VIP Patrons’ Tents this day. 
 
CAROLEX SHOW JUMPING DERBY: Amateur-Owner or Junior Jumper riders must compete in Friday’s 
qualifier, the $10,000 Sotheby’s International Realty Welcome Stake, in order to move forward to Sunday’s 
$25,000 Carolex Show Jumping Derby. The top 30 horses qualify for the Derby on Sunday morning. The 
course emphasizes banks, ditches, water jumps, liverpools, hedges, and other natural obstacles.  
 
SPECIAL AWARDS: Grand Hunter Championship, Leading Hunter Rider Award, Best Junior Rider Award, 
Best Equitation Rider, Junior Jumper Championships (High and Low), Amateur-Owner Jumper Championships 
(High and Low), and the Open Jumper Championship. The grooms of the leading hunter horse and winning 
Grand Prix horse each get cash awards. Other awards this year include the Horse Haven trophy for the best 
junior rider on a pony, and the Long Island Sportsmanship Award.   
 
BOUTIQUE GARDEN: The Hampton Classic features more than seventy boutiques selling everything from 
tack and equestrian goods to clothing, jewelry, furniture and gift items.  The shops offer an unusual range of 
articles from a colorful mug or t-shirt from the Hampton Classic booth to a unique adult sized rocking horse by 
pucciManuli, designer shoes by Sam Edelman and fun sports equipment by Khanh Sports.  The Hampton 
Classic’s souvenir booth offers an extensive variety of items, from t-shirts and sweatshirts to jackets, the 
annual poster, cups, mugs, notepads and more. Auto display tents in the Boutique Garden include Jaguar and 
Land Rover.  
 
MEMBER EVENT: United States Equestrian Federation, Federation Equestre Internationale, Show Jumping 
Hall of Fame Jumper Classic Series, World Championship Hunter Rider Association, Marshall & Sterling 
League, Long Island High Score Awards, USEF National and Zone Awards, and the Platinum Performance/ 
USEF Show Jumping Talent Search Program.  The East Coast Finals of the Young Jumper Championships 
are held at the Classic. The Hampton Classic also hosts the finals for the Long Island Horse Show Series for 
Riders with Disabilities.  



CALENDAR LISTINGS 
SUGGESTED LISTINGS FOR COMMUNITY CALENDARS 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
WHAT:   The 36th Annual Hampton Classic Horse Show 
 
WHERE:  Off Route 27, at 240 Snake Hollow Road in Bridgehampton 
 
WHEN:  August 28 – September 4, 2011 
 
COST:  $10/person, $20/carload, children under six are admitted free daily.  On Saturday (September 3), 
children under 12 are admitted free.  Seniors are admitted free Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.  Reserved 
Grandstand Seats (numbered bench seating) for Grand Prix Sunday (September 4) cost an additional 
$25/person; Premium Center-section Reserved Seats on Grand Prix Sunday cost $35/person.   
No charge on Monday, August 29 (limited competition this day, but boutiques and exhibition tent are open).  
FREE Parking. 
 
WHO: Local equestrians, up-and-coming riders, Olympic veterans and world-class competitors. 
 
CONTACT: Hampton Classic Horse Show Office, (631) 537-3177, Fax: (631) 537-5443, info@hamptonclassic.com. 
Media Chief: Marty Bauman, Classic Communications (508) 698-6810, info@classic-communications.com.  
 
FOR TICKETS:  At the gate or online at www.hamptonclassic.com . 
 
GENERAL LISTING (DAILY): The Hampton Classic’s equestrian competition begins on Sunday, August 
28 and continues through Sunday, September 4, with hunter, jumper and equitation competition daily 
from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.   The show also features more than 70 boutiques, an international food court, 
pony rides, zoo animals, special attractions, and much more. The show ends on Sunday, September 4, 
with the $250,000 FTI Grand Prix and FEI World Cup™ Qualifier. 
 
Bring the whole family, it’s only $20 per carload. Children under six are admitted free. The action takes 
place on Snake Hollow Road, off Rte 27 in Bridgehampton. Visit www.hamptonclassic.com for more 
information. 
 
DAILY ACTIVITIES 
Opening Day, Sunday, August 28: 

 Opening Day Ceremonies will take place in the Grand Prix Ring  
 $20,000 Nicolock Time Challenge  

 
Monday, August 29: 

 Finals of the Long Island Horse Show Series for Riders with Disabilities   
 ASPCA Adoption Day at the Hampton Classic 
 ASPCA Animal Behavior Clinic 

 
Tuesday, August 30: 

 $30,000 7 & 8 Year old Young Jumper Championship 
 Newsday Open Jumper Class  
 Brown Harris Stevens Open Jumper Class   
 

 



Wednesday, August 31: 
 SHF Enterprises 5-year-old & Split Rock Farm 6-year-old Young Jumper Championships 
 Wölffer Estate Open Jumper 
 Pilatus Open Jumper Class  

 
Thursday, September 1: 

 $2,500 Marshall & Sterling Adult Amateur Hunter Classic 
 $10,000 Sam Edelman Equitation Championship  
 Prudential Douglas Elliman Open Jumper Class 

 
Friday, September 2: 

 $10,000 Sotheby’s International Realty Welcome Stake 
 $15,000 Autism Speaks Speed Derby 
 $50,000 Spy Coast Farm Grand Prix Qualifier 
 Exhibitor Party with a “horseless horse show” to benefit JustWorld International 

 
Cablevision’s Kids Day, Saturday, September 3: 

 Children’s Activities & Performers (10 am – 2 pm) 
 $20,000 SHF Enterprises 5-year-old Young Jumper Championship – Finals 
 $30,000 Split Rock Farm 6-year-old Young Jumper Championship – Finals 
 $30,000 Open Jumper Challenge 
 $50,000 USHJA International Hunter Derby 

 
Grand Prix “Super Sunday,” Sunday, September 4 

 $30,000 7- & 8-year-old Young Jumper Championship – Finals 
 $25,000 Carolex Show Jumping Derby 
 $10,000 Hermès Hunter Classic  
 $250,000 FTI Grand Prix and FEI World Cup™ Qualifier  

 



COMMUNITY PARTNERS 

 

The Hampton Classic is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization with a two-fold mission:   

1) to put on a world class horse show and 2) to support charities in our community. 

 

 Southampton Hospital 

 ASPCA 

 Saraphim12 

 JustWorld International 

 Long Island Professional Horsemen’s Association 

 HEART Equine Ambulance 

 Bridgehampton Fire Department 

 Stonybrook University Medical Center 

 Long Island Horse Show Series for Riders with Disabilities 

 Sag Harbor Food Pantry 

 Charity Auctions & Raffles 

 



  

 
 

 
THE HAMPTON CLASSIC’S IMPACT ON THE 

GREATER HAMPTONS AND  
LONG ISLAND COMMUNITY 

 
 

HAMPTON CLASSIC 
HAS A MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR 

ECONOMIC IMPACT ON LONG ISLAND 

 
 After the approximately 1,600 hunter/jumper horses complete their competitions at this year's Hampton 
Classic Horse Show, their owners, riders, trainers and grooms will have spent more than $7,500,000 during the 
eight-day, eastern Long Island equestrian event. 
 

"We base this estimate on widely accepted studies of equestrian events that have shown that each horse 
traveling on the horse show circuit is accompanied by an average of 3 people, each of whom is expected to 
spend approximately $200 per day while on the road," said Shanette Barth Cohen, Executive Director.  In 
addition, the Hampton Classic has an annual budget of approximately $3.8 million, of which much is spent 
locally by the charitable corporation that operates the Classic.   
 
 "It shouldn't be surprising that the sport of show jumping brings such significant revenues to the East 
End," noted Dennis Suskind, President of the Board of Directors.  "After all, the Hunter/Jumper disciplines are 
among the most affluent of the equestrian sports."   
 
 "We are very proud of the impact we have on this community," Cohen noted.  "We not only make a 
significant contribution to Southampton Hospital each year," she continued, "but we also partner with several 
other charities such as the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA), JustWorld  
International and Autism Speaks.  We are proud that we bring a beautiful event to the East End which results in 
significant spending in the community that has supported us for more than 30 years." 



  

 
ECONOMIC IMPACT ESTIMATION 

 

 
The following calculation of the potential economic impact of the Hampton Classic is made using multipliers which 
are generally accepted in the equine industry.  These particular formulas were provided by Equine Episodes(c), 
1212 Auburn Road, Locke, NY 13092. 
 
 
 Participants’ Economic Impact: 
 
 Number of horses      1,600 
 Times # People per horse         x3 
 Total People with horses 4,800 
 Days on grounds      x8 
 People Days at the Classic                                         38,400 
 Typical per diem cost                   x$200 
 TOTAL PARTICIPANT IMPACT    $7,680,000 
 
 
 PLUS 
 
 Participant weekly spending in local community above 
 and beyond per diem costs (i.e. shopping) @$300       $1,440,000 
 
 Audience spending on tickets, parking, programs, 
 vendor items, gas, motels, restaurants, shopping 
 based on 20,000 unique spectators during the 
 week @$200               $4,000,000 
 
 Hampton Classic budget items spent locally               $1,620,000 
 
 GRAND TOTAL EVENT IMPACT (INITIAL) $14,740,000 
 
 TOTAL IMPACT WITH "CIRCULATION 
 FACTOR" OF 7X            $103,180,000 
 
 
Clearly, the Hampton Classic is an event with a very significant economic impact on our local community, thus 
extending its importance as a leading charity fundraising and sporting event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 

COMMUNITY IMPACT  
 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT: Since 1977, the Hampton Classic has made annual financial contributions totaling 
almost $1,700,000 to its official partner Southampton Hospital.  The Hampton Classic also supports many other 
local non profit organizations and equestrian related charities. 

ANIMAL WELFARE:  The Hampton Classic has once again teamed up with the American Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA). This year they are returning with a schedule that includes 
demonstrations, clinics and “ASPCA Adoption Day”.    
 
JUSTWORLD INTERNATIONAL:  In 2010, the Horseless Horse Show and silent auction raised $15,000 for 
JustWorld International, a not-for-profit, humanitarian organization working as a catalyst for positive change in 
the developing world by helping underprivileged children.  Since forming their partnership in 2007, JustWorld 
International and the Hampton Classic Horse Show have enjoyed promoting JustWorld’s dedication to helping 
underprivileged children in developing nations.  This year’s Hampton Classic Exhibitor Party includes the ever-
popular Horseless Horse Show to benefit JustWorld International. 
 
HORSEABILITY:  The Hampton Classic Horse Show will once again host the Finals for the Long Island 
Horse Show Series for Riders with Disabilities (LIHSSRD).  The LIHSSRD made its debut at the Hampton 
Classic in 2006. The show series, created by HorseAbility, was founded to provide riders with disabilities the 
same competitive experience that other equestrians enjoy.  In October 2009, Shanette Barth Cohen was honored 
by HorseAbility for her help in developing the relationship between HorseAbility and the Hampton Classic.  
 
CULTURAL: The Hampton Classic prides itself on the development of a wide variety of on-site activities that 
are both educational and cultural and augment the more traditional horse sport activities that one usually 
associates with a competitive equine event.  These include: 
 
SENIORS:  The Hampton Classic is pleased to admit Senior Citizens without charge Tuesday – Thursday.   
 
KIDS DAY:  Cablevision’s Kids’ Day, features pony rides and children’s activities throughout the day.  Kids 
under 12 are admitted free and receive a complimentary pony ride.  There will be drawings for prizes.   
 
ECONOMIC: After the approximately 1,600 hunter/jumper horses complete their competitions at this year's 
Hampton Classic Horse Show, their owners, riders, trainers and grooms will have spent more than $7,500,000 
during the eight-days of the show and if one adds in the spending by spectators associated with the Classic and 
by the Hampton Classic, itself, the direct economic impact rises to more than $14,500,000! 
 
BUSINESS IMPACT: In addition to the direct economic impact produced by competitor and spectator 
spending, the Hampton Classic’s stature as the country’s leading hunter/jumper event has been a major factor in 
an exponential growth of the horse industry in Suffolk County in the past two decades.  We are often compared 
to the locomotive pulling a vast, complex “train” of individual horse farm and riding school operations. 



 

PAST WINNERS OF THE 

HAMPTON CLASSIC GRAND PRIX 
 

  1977  Southside   Bernie Traurig 
1978  Port    Lynne Little 
1979  Just Plain Wilbur  Mark Jungherr 
1980  Calypso   Melanie Smith 
1981  Idle Dice   Rodney Jenkins 

 1982  Touch of Class  Conrad Homfeld 
1983  Coastline   Rodney Jenkins 
1984  Sugar Ray   Rodney Jenkins 
1985  Nimmedor   Anthony D’Ambrosio 
1986  The Natural   Katharine Burdsall 
1987  Leapy Lad   Jay Land 
1988  The Empress   Katie Monahan Prudent 
1989  Schnapps   Michael Matz 
1990  Heisman   Michael Matz 
1991  Mill Pearl   Joe Fargis 
1992  Serengeti   Jeffrey Welles 
1993  Ping Pong   Beezie Patton 
1994  Irish    Jeffrey Welles 
1995  Quantum Leap  Debbie Dolan-Sweeney 
1996  Elan Denizen   Tim Grubb 
1997  Itziweeni   Debbie Dolan-Sweeney 
1998  Twist du Valon  McLain Ward 

  1999  Twist du Valon  McLain Ward 
  2000  Hidden Creek’s Laurel Margie Goldstein-Engle 
  2001  Hidden Creek’s Laurel Margie Goldstein-Engle 
  2002  Hidden Creek’s Perin Margie Goldstein-Engle    
  2003  Hurricane   McLain Ward 
  2004  Nabucco    Darragh Kerins 
  2005  Edgar 12   Joe Fargis 
  2006  Roxanna 112   Anne Kursinski 
  2007  Larentino   Eliza Shuford 
  2008  Corlett    Hillary Dobbs 
  2009  Sapphire   McLain Ward 
  2010  Sapphire   McLain Ward 



Story Ideas at the Hampton Classic 
 
Building the Mini-City: From the acres of tenting, to the boutique garden filled with shops, to the stalls 
housing more than a thousand horses, it's a huge undertaking. 
 
Spa Time: The horses get their nails (hooves) and hair (mane and tail) done.  Massages are their regular 
grooming sessions. They get bathed, do aerobic exercises and get acupuncture.  The horses at the show are 
treated better than their riders. 
 
A Day in the Life of a Groom: Up before 5:00 a.m. to bathe, braid, groom and prepare their mounts. Some 
grooms even sleep next to their horses. It's a long but fascinating day spent with little time to relax.   
 
Olympic Prowess: From Los Angeles to Atlanta to Hong Kong and more, Olympic veterans are regular 
competitors at the Hampton Classic. 
 
The Future: The kids who ride and devote their love and attention to horse sports also learn respect, discipline, 
pride and much more. They have to make sacrifices in their social lives and work long hours to keep on top. 
 
Horse Show Moms and Dads: The devoted parents of riding kids are quite special. Moms and dads watch, 
support and cheer on their kids.  Many don't mind being a "groom for a day." 
 
On The Road Again: It's a traveling show as they unpack and pack, going from show to show. The riders, 
trainers, grooms, owners and horses are constantly on the road.  Some make a few trips in airplanes, competing 
across the U.S. or across the world and even go so far as to ride in the cargo compartments with their charges. 
 
Behind the Scenes with the Staff: Shanette Barth Cohen, a former competitor, is the Classic’s Executive 
Director and is available for interviews at the Classic. Other officials are also available for interviews.  
 
Hollywood in the Hamptons: From Steven Spielberg to Randy Quaid, from Barbra Streisand to Billy Joel, 
there have been numerous celebrities who have come to the show and continue to come annually. It's the 
“Hollywood” Horse Show. 
 
Flowery Designs: Those decorations you see around the grounds are the creation of the many local florists and 
nurserymen, guided by the show's Flower Committee, headed by Agneta Currey.  These volunteers oversee and 
decorate jumps in our main ring, entrances to each of the show rings and VIP seating areas and other public 
areas of the grounds. 
 
Cottages and Gardens Table Design Contest This year the Hampton Classic will feature the Cottage and 
Gardens Table Contest for the most outstanding table setting in the VIP tent on Sunday, September 4.   
 
Feeding the Posse: Feeding the horses and the people on the grounds is a task of its own.  How much food is 
required and how it is handled is worth the research. 
 
Food Pantry Drive presented by mygofer.com:  To celebrate the Hampton Classic and the continued growth 
of the mygofer service in the Hamptons, mygofer has exclusive sponsorship rights for the Hampton Classic 
Food Pantry Drive. On Aug. 30 and 31, any spectator who presents three or more nonperishable items at the 
entrance gate of the event will be granted free admission courtesy of mygofer. Items donated to the drive will 
go to the local Sag Harbor Food Pantry.   
 
The Annual Poster: Over the years the annual Hampton Classic Poster has become a collectors' item, with lots 
of time taken each year to locate something new and different.   



 
The Youngest Riders: They are miniature versions of the riders you will see competing, but these pint-sized 
equestrians have their seats firmly in place.  They are in the age seven and under category —and they’re on lead 
lines.  The love affair with horses starts early in this crowd. The youngest future champion is only three years 
old. 
 
Rider Profiles: Sydney Olympian Margie Engle won the Grand Prix at the Hampton Classic in 2000, 2001, 
and 2002.  Los Angeles Olympic Gold Medalist Joe Fargis, the 1991 Hampton Classic Grand Prix champion, 
continues to be a winner in the grand prix arena, winning at the Hampton Classic again in 2005.  Two-time 
Olympic Gold Medalist McLain Ward won the Hampton Classic’s featured Grand Prix last year for a record 
fifth time.  
 
Shop Shop Buy Buy: The Hampton Classic logo has been spotted all over the world.  Be sure to check out the 
souvenir booth where this logo appears on t-shirts, sweatshirts, jackets, baseball hats and more to take home a 
little piece of the Hampton Classic with you!   
 
A Huge Operation:  What does it take to feed (and shovel)1600 horses twice a day for a week at the Hampton 
Classic?  It takes a lot of know how and organization.  How about housing not only the horses, but their 
extensive entourages.  Take a look at the schedule that makes it happen.  The people who get it done and how 
much this all means in dollars per day, per horse. 
 
What’s what in Horse and Rider Gear:  Stop by and check out the elegant hand crafted boots at Der Dau 
Custom Boots & Shoes and at Vogels in the Boutique Garden, or the latest fashion in rider attire at Alessandro 
Albenese.  Beval’s Tack Shop on Stable Row offers all manner of show tack repair.  Stroll around and ask 
questions about the equipment and clothing and why it is designed as it is.  There’s a reason they’re wearing 
what they wear. 
 
Women Riders Give Men a Run for the Money:  Show Jumping is one of the few international and Olympic 
sports where women and men compete on equal footing in the same competitions.  All equestrian competitions 
at the Hampton Classic are open to both men and women and, often, it is the women riders who triumph over 
their male counterparts.  Women won the FTI Grand Prix the three years in succession starting with Anne 
Kursinski’s dramatic win in 2006 and then continuing with wins by Eliza Shuford in 2007 and by  
20-year-old Hillary Dobbs who became the youngest rider to win the Classic’s featured event when she took 
honors in 2008. 
 
Huge, Skilled Staff Descends on Hampton Classic:  More than 100 staff members with a variety of skills are 
needed to produce one of the country’s largest hunter/jumper horse shows.  Everything from skilled hunter 
judges to turf specialists, from equine chiropractors to farriers, from photographers and videographers to jump 
crew members, and from ring announcers to tractor drivers.  About half of the crew is hired locally with the 
balance flying in from all corners of the country.  Interviews are available with all of our horse show production 
specialists. 
 
Homes Away from Homefor Horse and Owners, Both!  With more than 1600 stalls occupied at the 
Hampton Classic, the show is one of the largest one week “horse hotels” in the world.  First time visitors to the 
Circuit are struck by the beautiful tack room offices that the owners set up on the front row of their stable 
locations on site.  Elaborate landscaping sets the tone of most high-end tack rooms. 
 
Medical Sophistication for Man and Beast: A host of medical practitioners ranging from skilled EMTs to 
chiropractors to veterinarians as well as a broad range of suppliers of therapeutic medical devices are on hand at 
the Hampton Classic Horse Show to assure that both riders and their mounts remain in top shape throughout the 



week.  The HEART Equine Ambulance, a state of the art rig, will be on-site to assist in any equine related 
emergencies.   
 
Long Island Horse Show Series for Riders with Disabilities: The finals for the Long Island Horse Show 
Series for Riders with Disabilities (LIHSSRD) will be held on Monday, August 29 of the Hampton Classic 
Horse Show. The show series, created by HorseAbility, was founded to provide riders with disabilities the same 
competitive experience that other riders enjoy.   
 
Management Profiles: The Hampton Classic is proud to have one of the strongest management teams in North 
American horse sports.   

Executive Director:  Shanette Barth Cohen became Executive Director following the 2005 
Hampton Classic Horse Show.  She has instituted several improvements to the Classic that have 
enhanced its position as one of America’s most highly regarded hunter/jumper horse shows. Cohen, 
a former frequent competitor in the Hampton Classic, was President of Barth Group LLC, a New 
York-based event-marketing company serving major corporations.  Cohen has marketed and planned 
events for clients including Swiss Re, Vivendi Universal, The National Horse Show, Volunteers of 
America and Joseph E. Seagram & Sons.  In addition to her leadership of Barth Group, she 
previously served as Director of Marketing Development for the American Horse Shows 
Association (now the United States Equestrian Federation), with responsibility for sponsorship 
marketing, public relations and the organization’s annual convention.  She also served for a decade 
in a volunteer role as Co-Executive Director of the International Student Riding Association, 
organizing competitions in the United States and trips for international competition in 15 countries.  
She previously worked in Washington as a lobbyist and as a White House assistant in the 
Administration of President George Herbert Walker Bush. Cohen is a graduate of Mount Holyoke 
College. 
 
Chairperson:  Lisa Tarnapol Deslauriers is an accomplished Grand Prix rider who competed 
internationally for the United States and still competes on the winter and summer circuits.  She was 
selected by the United States Equestrian Federation as an alternate to the United States’ 2007 Pan 
American Games team.  She is a real estate professional and has been the chair of the Classic for the 
past five years.   
 
President:  Dennis Suskind a former amateur jumper rider, is a retired partner of Goldman, Sachs 
& Company, Inc.  He is currently involved in several private business ventures and philanthropic 
endeavors.  Mr. Suskind is the President of the Board of Directors of the Arthur Ashe Institute for 
Urban Health. He has been an active fundraiser for Brown University and is a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Marymount School in New York City.  He is a director of the Bridgehampton 
National Bank and the Chicago Mercantile Exchange.  Mr. Suskind completed a term as an elected 
member of the Town Board of the Town of Southampton.  His leadership and negotiating skills, 
combined with his dedication to protecting the natural beauty of Southampton, have resulted in 
many land preservation projects of which the Town can be proud.  His keen business acumen has 
given well-focused direction to the Hampton Classic’s long- range business plan. 

 



 

 

 

THE HISTORY OF THE HAMPTON CLASSIC  

  
In the Hamptons each summer, horses and riding enjoy unprecedented popularity.  Since the 

revival in 1971 of the Southampton Horse Show, and the growth of its successor, the Hampton 

Classic, the area has seen the return of an equestrian tradition dating back to the turn of the 

century. 
  
When first organized in the early 1900s, the annual Horse Show in Southampton took place on 
the sprawling open fields overlooking Lake Agawam.  With the outbreak of the First World War 
the show was discontinued, to be revived again with the advent of the Roaring Twenties.  During 
the next decade, riding and the Horse Show flourished in the Hamptons; with a group of 
enthusiasts forming the Southampton Riding and Hunt Club in 1922.  Construction of the Club 
began that year on 20 acres of land on the outskirts of town.  The stables and other buildings 

were made with the finest of materials, and were finally completed after six years.  When it opened in 1928, the Club 
was a showpiece for the entire eastern seaboard. 

  

Patronized by wealthy equestrians, the Club hosted the Horse Show through the Depression until the outbreak of World 

War II.  The War and the death of the Club's founder led to the end of the Horse Show, and eventually the Club 

disbanded; the clubhouse, stables, and horses were sold.   

 

The Show was revived in 1952 and was held through 1958, but the glamour and enthusiasm that had distinguished the 

event in pre-War years were largely absent.  Then in 1959, Mrs. Morris Scott Wadley helped to reorganize the Show as 

a fundraiser for Southampton's Parrish Art Museum, leading to the formal incorporation of the Southampton Horse 

Show.  For several years, the Southampton Horse Show, held at the Stanley Howard Estate in North Sea, and the 

Horse Show Ball were major social events of the summer. 

 

For several years, the show was dormant, and it seemed that the sixty-year tradition 

had died.  But in the late sixties, horses and riding in the area were again rising in 

popularity, and those who remembered the colorful days of the Horse Show and Hunt 

Club in the twenties and the elegant revival of the Show in the early sixties felt that it 

would be a shame to let the tradition slip away.  

  

Mrs. Edwin M. Schwenk, Jr. managed to revive the show in 1971, and for several 

years it was held at the Topping Riding Club in Sagaponack as a fundraiser for the 

Hampton Day School.  At this point the modern-day Hampton Classic was about to have its genesis. 

  

Through the early years, exhibitors at the Horse Show, as at most shows throughout the 

country, were made up of wealthy members of high society. Athletic competition was most 

often of secondary concern to those who had turned out to see and be seen.  Horse 

Shows in those days were primarily social gatherings.  Judging was a very informal affair.  

Through the sixties and seventies, shows became more competitive in nature, riding 

became more sophisticated, and show jumping was growing in popularity.   

 

In 1976 it was suggested by Marie-Christophe de Menil that the Southampton Horse 

Show be expanded from a local show to a five-day "A" rated event that would include 

show jumping and attract the top riders and horses in the country.  The spacious Dune 

Alpin Farm in East Hampton was chosen as the site for the newly upgraded Southampton 

Horse Show.  Stabling tents were erected to house horses and equipment, show rings 

and grandstands were readied.  Horses began to arrive two days before the show was to 

begin--and then, disaster struck in the form of a hurricane the night before the show was 

Bernie Traurig and 
Southside, winners of 
the Inaugural Hampton 
Classic Grand Prix in 
1977 



 

 

 

Rodney Jenkins and the 
incomparable Idle Dice, winners 
in 1981 

Robert Dover wowing 
the crowd during an 
exhibition 

to open.  Hundreds of horses were evacuated from the tents, many to take shelter in temporary stabling constructed in 

the aisle ways and indoor rings of local barns.   

 

In the wake of the hurricane, all the stabling tents had blown down.  Undaunted, 

horse show workers, tent crews, and volunteers all pitched in to resurrect the show--it 

opened only one and a half days behind schedule.  The 1976 Southampton Horse 

Show has been remembered ever since as the horse show that survived the 

hurricane, and another tradition was begun--that of violent, meteorological visitations 

upon the show. 

 

In 1977, the Hampton Classic formally incorporated the Southampton Horse Show, 

and was run as a benefit for the Southampton Hospital.  A Grand Prix with a $10,000 purse was offered.  The winners of 

that inaugural Hampton Classic Grand Prix were Bernie Traurig and the great "Southside."  Since that time the Hampton 

Classic has grown to be one of the largest hunter/jumper shows in America, with more than 1400 horses competing 

annually in over 170 events.  The United States Equestrian Team was made an additional beneficiary in 1981, and team 

officials have worked closely with Hampton Classic management to achieve and maintain the highest standards of 

competition.  In 1981, the Federation Equestre Internationale (FEI) designated the Hampton Classic's Grand Prix as the 

first of a select number of Qualifying Events for the following year's World Cup Final. 

 
In 1982, the show was moved to its present location, the 60-acre Hampton Classic 
showgrounds on Snake Hollow Road in Bridgehampton.  That same year, after the 
tents were raised, disastrous weather struck the Classic once again; a freak tornado 
ripped through the stabling, destroying several tents with only seven days left before 
showtime.  Replacements had to be flown in, crews labored overtime, and the show 

was able to begin on time.  
  
In 1984, a day was added to the schedule to provide a full seven days of competition.  
On Grand Prix Day of that year the Olympic show jumping riders of the United States Equestrian Team, just returning 
from a Gold Medal victory at Los Angeles, were honored in a special ceremony.   

 

In 1985, bad weather returned with a vengeance.  That year is remembered as the "Year of the Mud."  One day before 

the show was to start, a torrential rainstorm deluged the showgrounds as exhibitors arrived from all over the country.  

Eighteen-wheeled transports and small cars alike became mired in the stabling area; parking fields had to be closed to 

spectators for two days.  Just as the showgrounds began to dry on Friday, the heavens opened again; tornadoes 

touched down in Southampton, Water Mill and East Hampton, but miraculously missed the horse show.  Heavy rains, 

with rivers and lakes appearing out of nowhere transformed the grounds.  Incredibly, the show grounds were dried out in 

time for Grand Prix Sunday, and the sun shone on a record crowd of onlookers. 

 

In 1986 the schedule was revised so that Opening Day would take place on a Sunday, enabling 

Hampton Classic festivities to span two weekends and in 1987 the Grand Prix was telecast on 

ESPN for the first time.   

  

In 1988 the show was chosen as the final selection trial for the Olympics.  The show’s dates were 

moved up from the end of August to the end of July to facilitate the lengthy mandatory quarantine 

of Team horses destined for Seoul.   

  

The following year, 1989, was a very special, almost magical year, for show jumping competition.  

Riders Michael Matz and D. D. Alexander (husband and wife) had survived the tragic Sioux City 

plane crash just a week before the start of the Classic.  Uninjured, they both came directly to the 

Hampton Classic and began competing early in the week.  Alexander went on to win the $10,000 
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Warner Communications Jumper Classic on Saturday.  To everyone's joy, Matz put in a stunning performance the next 

day aboard "Schnapps," winning the $75,000 Grand Prix class in a field of very strong competitors.  Matz's repeat win in 

1990, this time aboard "Heisman," cemented his popularity with the Classic's spectators.  Matz has since retired from 

show jumping and concentrates on training race horses.  One of his charges was the much beloved “Barbaro”.  

  

As if a magnet to weather-related disasters, the Hampton Classic was hit in 1991 by Hurricane Bob, packing 80-mph 

winds, just days before the horses arrived.  Acres of canvas tenting were dropped and lashed down to prevent harm and 

the showgrounds sustained only minor damage.  The big Pepsi scoreboard and a few little tents were destroyed by the 

winds but the showgrounds were remarkably unscathed and with a Herculean effort on the part of the crew, the show 

was up and ready when the first horse van rolled in that Saturday.  Following a week of perfect weather, a record crowd 

turned out to watch Joe Fargis, Southampton's own Olympic gold medalist, ride "Mill Pearl" to victory in the $100,000 

Grand Prix. 

  

In 1994 a new all-weather schooling ring was added, to offer the riders good footing conditions no matter what Mother 

Nature has in store.  This is also the year when a new program with circus acts and entertainment geared towards kids 

was initiated.  Kids Day, as it is called, admits children under 12 free of charge and free pony rides are offered that day. 

  

In 1995, the new Corporate Chalet Tent was added adjacent to the Grand Prix Arena.  In honor of the enormous impact 

the Hampton Classic has on Long Island and the local community the Hampton Classic was honored with three 

proclamations.  Congressman Mike Forbes entered a Proclamation in the Congressional Record congratulating the 

Hampton Classic on its contributions to the community and proclaiming August “Hampton Classic Month,” as did the 

Southampton Council and Suffolk County Executive Robert Gaffney. 

 

In 1997 once again saw Mother Nature wreaking havoc just three days before the show began when hurricane like 

winds blew down the grand prix tent and uprooted some of the smaller tents.  However, the tent crew rallied their efforts 

and the horse show was ready to roll on opening day.  The year included the first ever “Classic Wedding,” which was 

televised nationally on the Discovery Channel’s “The Wedding Story”.    

 

In 1998, McLain Ward of Brewster New York, aboard “Twist du Valon” rode to victory, 

narrowly defeating Leslie Burr Howard in an exciting finish that kept the spectators in their 

seats up to the last second.  In 1999, Ward rode Twist Du Valon for his second consecutive 

Hampton Classic win.   
  
In 2000, Margie Goldstein-Engle of Wellington, Florida, riding Hidden Creek’s Laurel, was 
victorious in the $150,000 Crown Royal Grand Prix, presented by David Yurman just days 
before she boarded a plane for Sydney Australia where she would represent our country in 
the 2000 Olympic Games.  The first-ever Senior’s Day premiered in 2000 with a special 

“Senior-Surfing” program within the Classic’s new Internet Café, designed to introduce the Internet to seniors in a 
relaxed and friendly setting.   
 
In 2001, Engle rode Hidden Creek’s Laurel to her second straight victory in the $150,000 Prudential Financial Grand 
Prix at the Hampton Classic Horse Show.  Fiesta Day, the Hampton Classic’s salute to Latino participants and the 
growing Hispanic community on Long Island, also premiered in 2001. 
 
In 2002, Engle made history as she became the first rider to win the $150,000 Prudential 
Financial Grand Prix three consecutive years.  Despite muddy conditions from four days of on-
again, off-again rain, Engle topped a five-horse jump-off and proved why she is one of the 
highest-ranked female riders in the world.  Engle claimed the winner’s share of $45,000 for the 
victory aboard Hidden Creek’s Perin, her Sydney Olympic mount. 
 
In 2003, Ward became only the third rider in history to win the Hampton Classic Grand Prix three 
times when he rode Hurricane to victory.  
  



 

 

 

Joe Fargis takes a 
victory lap 
aboard  

In 2004, Darragh Kerins of Ireland rode Nabucco to victory in the $150,000 Prudential Financial Grand Prix to close the 
29th annual Hampton Classic Horse Show.  Kerins’s victory before an enthusiastic crowd of more than 10,000 was a 
fitting climax to a highly successful Hampton Classic.  Good weather, clear skies, exciting competitions, innovations 
such as the new Loaves & Fishes Cookshop Demonstration Kitchen, and traditional activities like the World of the Horse 
made the week one to remember. 

  
In 2005, culminating a week that celebrated 30 years of Hampton Classic history and the careers of 
retiring executive directors Tony Hitchcock and Jean Lindgren, Joe Fargis, a rider who holds his own 
place in show jumping history, put an exclamation point on this year’s horse show with a ride that all 
who were there will talk about for many years to come.  Fargis, the three-time Olympic medalist from 
Southampton, NY and Middleburg, VA, thrilled a crowd of 12,000 with an electrifying dash to the 
finish line to win the week’s main event, the $100,000 Prudential Douglas Elliman Real Estate Grand 
Prix, by 13 one-hundredths of a second over his 1988 Silver Medal Olympic teammate, Anne 
Kursinski.   
  
In April 2006, Shanette Barth Cohen took the reins as the new Executive Director of the Hampton 
Classic.  Despite week-long rains that forced the cancellation of some classes, the horse show 
ended on a very positive note when three-time Olympic veteran Anne Kursinski rode Roxanna 112 to 
victory in the $150,000 Prudential Financial Grand Prix. 
  

In 2007, following the week-long rains that hampered the 2006 horse show, the Hampton Classic invested about 
$250,000 to renovate and upgrade the stabling areas, focusing on new and enhanced drainage.   
  
With a star-studded field of Olympic medalists and top Grand Prix riders from six countries, it was 20-year-old Hillary 
Dobbs of Sussex, NJ who dominated the competition in 2008.  Dobbs became the youngest rider to win the $200,000 
FTI Grand Prix and FEI World Cup™ Qualifier, and she also won the VOX Rider Challenge, a new award that gave 
$30,000 to the top four riders in the Classic’s Open Jumper classes. Dobbs also won the Classic’s International and 
National Open Jumper Championships. 
 
McLain Ward made history at the Hampton Classic Horse Show in 2009 by winning a 
Grand Prix class on three straight days and by winning the $250,000 FTI Grand Prix and 
FEI World Cup™ Qualifier for a record fourth time on his two-time Olympic team gold 
medal horse, Sapphire.   Previously, Ward was tied with Margie Engle and Rodney 
Jenkins with three victories each. 
 
Despite the threat of a hurricane and rain that impacted several classes, McLain Ward 
once again made history at the Hampton Classic Horse Show in 2010 by winning the $250,000 FTI Grand Prix and FEI 
World Cup™ Qualifier on his gold medal horse, Sapphire.  He has won the Hampton Classic’s featured Grand Prix a 
record five times. 



 
 

  

GLOSSARY OF EQUESTRIAN TERMS 
 
AMATEUR OWNER - Divisions which are restricted to non-professional adult riders who ride horses owned by themselves or members 
of their immediate family. 
 
ASPCA MACLAY CLASS - A year-long horsemanship competition for junior riders.  Riders must qualify for the finals by winning a 
specified number of ASPCA Maclay classes throughout the year. 
 
CLEAN ROUND - When a horse completes the prescribed jumper course within the time allowed without incurring jumping faults.  
When more than one horse has a "clean round," a jump-off is held to determine the winner. 
 
COMBINATION - Two or three jumps set up so they must be taken in quick succession, separated by only one or two strides.  A 
combination is considered to be a single obstacle.  If a horse stops or runs-out at any element of the combination (elements are lettered 
A, B, C), the entire obstacle must be re-jumped. 
 
COURSE - In each class over fences, competitors must negotiate the jumps in a prescribed order.  Courses for each class are posted 
in advance near the In-Gates so that riders and trainers may memorize them.  It is the role of the course designer to establish the 
degree of difficulty in the course.  A mark of a good course designer is that he or she will gradually increase the course difficulty as the 
week proceeds so that both horse and rider learn as they jump in classes at the show.  The grand prix is the highest level of show 
jumping competition so the fences are larger and the course is longer and more challenging.  Grand prix courses are planned by 
accredited course designers.  No two courses are ever exactly the same.  There are usually 12 to 18 fences on the grand prix course.  
Spectators who hear a course described as a "perfect course" (P.C.) have seen an event in which the number of riders who qualify for 
the jump-off is the same as the number of ribbons offered in that class. 
 
EQUITATION - Equitation classes are classes in which the rider, not the horse, is judged.  The rider must demonstrate good seat and 
hands, and sufficient management of the horse to perform the required tests, either over fences or on the flat, in a smooth, controlled, 
and accurate manner.  Riders are classified according to their age and previous winnings in equitation classes.  Many of today's top 
riders, including Leslie Howard and Katie Prudent were national equitation champions while juniors.  Look for tomorrow's stars in today's 
equitation classes.  Equitation classes are graded, with entrants restricted by previous winnings.  The grading sequence from easiest to 
most difficult is: Leadline, Short Stirrup, Maiden, Novice, Limit, Intermediate, and Open.  Among the most advanced Open equitation 
events are the USEF Medals, the ASPCA Maclay, Washington International Horse Show Classic, and the Calvin Klein Equitation 
Championship. 
 
FAULT - Penalty assessed in jumper classes for mistakes such as knockdowns, refusals, and exceeding the time allowed.  In Table II 
classes, ("Timed 1st jump-off") touches don't count; knockdowns and refusals are penalized.  There is also a time limit or "Time 
Allowed" to complete the course.  "Time-faults" are assigned for each second over the time allowed.  All with clean rounds return for a 
jump-off, or in a "power and speed" format class, proceed to the "speed" portion of the course.  In Table III classes ("speed classes") 
touches are not scored, only knockdowns and refusals, as contestants are timed in the first round.  Except in the unlikely event of a tie, 
there is no jump-off.  In the Table II(c) "Power and Speed" classes, all exhibitors who have gone clean immediately proceed through a 
set of timers to the "speed" portion of the course.  In all jumper classes, falls and going "off course" (jumping the jumps out of order) 
result in elimination.   

 Faults are scored as follows: 
Knockdowns ...............................................................................  .............  .............. 4 faults 
1st Refusal or run-out .................................................................  .............  .............. 4 faults 
2nd Refusal or run-out ...............................................................  .............  .............. Elimination 
Fall of horse or rider ...................................................................  .............  .............. Elimination 
Failure to cross starting line within 45 seconds after clock is started .......  .............. Elimination 
Exceeding the time allowed ........................................................  .............  .............. 1 fault for every second 

 
FEI - Federation Equestre Internationale.  The international sanctioning body of equestrian sports. 
 
FEI SHOW JUMPING WORLD CUP - An annual competition governed by the FEI in which the top riders in the world meet in a different 
location each year to determine the world cup champion.   
 
GAITS - The different paces at which the horse travels are the walk, trot, canter, gallop, and varying speeds of each. 
 
GREEN - An inexperienced or young horse.  A Green Hunter is in its first or second year of showing over obstacles 3' 6" or higher. 
 
GROOMING - Some of the jumpers in the grand prix ring have their manes and tails braided to enhance their appearance.  A tail that is 
braided and then turned up so the hairs do not hang loose is called a "mud tail" and is frequently used in damp weather conditions. 
 



 
 

  

HORSES - Although in the past most show jumpers were thought to be thoroughbreds, today there are a variety of breeds and imports 
that make it to the grand prix ring.  American breeds include Thoroughbreds, Quarter Horses and Appaloosas, etc., while import breeds 
from Ireland, France, Holland and Germany have soared in number and popularity.  The grand prix horse is the most talented jumper in 
the show world and also the most expensive with several sales topping the $1,000,000 mark.  A horse could make it to the grand prix 
ring at the relatively early age of six or seven years, and continue to compete into its early 20's.  Horses in the jumper division compete 
in sections according to the age of the rider (Junior, Amateur Owner, or Adult Amateur Jumper) or according to the amount of prior 
experience and prize money winnings (Preliminary, Intermediate or Open Jumper). 
 
HUNTER - Unlike jumpers, hunters are judged on the style in which they negotiate obstacles as well as on their ability to do so.  They 
should display jumping ability, manners, style, an even pace, and quality.  They are generally Thoroughbreds or part Thoroughbreds 
and originally were meant to represent the type of horse that provides a safe and pleasant ride on a fox hunt.  Show hunters jump 
naturally-styled fences simulating obstacles which might be encountered in the hunting field. Both "working" and "conformation" hunters 
are judged on their ability and performance.  However, the conformation hunter is also judged on its physical attributes and beauty.  
Green hunters are inexperienced horses in their first or second year of showing.  Pony hunters are 14.2 hands or smaller in size, and 
are judged by the same criteria as other hunters.  Hunter classes are divided according to several criteria--Age and Experience (Junior, 
Children's and Amateur Hunters); Size of Pony (Small, Medium, and Large Pony Hunter) or Experience of the Horse (First-Year, 
Second-Year, Regular, Green Hunter). 
 
IN AND OUT - A two-jump combination, with elements separated by one or two strides. 
 
JUMPERS - Jumpers are judged solely on their ability to jump obstacles.  They need not be any special breed or size, nor do they need 
to be beautiful, well-mannered or stylish.  Style doesn't count; jumper classes are purely athletic tests of speed and strength.  Jumper 
courses are very demanding, calling for technical accuracy on the part of the rider and absolute obedience on the part of the horse.  
They are required to complete a course of approximately 16 obstacles ranging in height from 3'6" to 5' or more with spreads of up to 6 
feet, depending on the division in which they compete.  Open jumpers are classified according to the amount of prize money they have 
won; they may be ridden by amateurs and juniors, as well as professionals.  Amateur-owner jumpers must be ridden by amateur riders 
only.  Junior jumpers must be ridden by riders under 18 years of age.  The rules for particular classes vary according to the tables under 
which they are conducted (see table of faults under "Faults").  After each performance the announcer reads out the number of jumping 
and time faults earned.   
 
JUMPS - The general types of jumps in competition are a straight or vertical fence and a spread (wide) fence or oxer.  The degree of 
difficulty of a jump is determined by its height, width, construction, and its placement in relation to other jumps on the course.  In 
competition a variety of fences can be used including walls, panels, gates, oxers, water jumps, combinations, banks, and ditches.  An 
oxer is a single fence composed of two or three elements to produce a spread.  A "square" oxer is one in which the front and back rails 
are of equal height, making it more difficult to jump.  Types of oxers include parallel, ascending, descending and Swedish oxers.  A 
"triple bar" is composed of three fences which a horse must clear in one leap.  This tests the horse's ability to jump both height and 
width.  A water jump is another type of spread fence that can stretch 12 to 14 feet.  The lathe or tape marker on the landing side 
designates the end of the fence and if the horse touches the marker upon landing it is counted as a penalty.  Combinations are a series 
of jumps, usually two or three in a row, set to challenge the horse's ability to jump successively after one or two strides.  Another name 
for a combination is an in-and-out.  A ditch is a shallow depression dug into the show ring.  The ditches at the Hampton Classic are 
bordered with landscaping ties and lined with wood chips.  A ditch is designed to provide a visual distraction to test the horse's bravery.  
A bank is an earthen mound which the horse must jump up onto or scramble over.  The Hampton Classic bank consists of a thirty inch 
high, twenty-two foot "table" plus a sixteen foot ramp which rises to a total height of five feet.  It was designed by the late USET show 
jumping coach Bertelan De Nemethy.  Obstacles are brightly colored both for aesthetics and to add difficulty to the course.  Some 
course designers believe the colors and patterns painted on the obstacles affect the way the horses take the jump.  The type of 
construction of a particular fence also determines its difficulty.  A fence that is composed of just a few rails, for example, appears more 
airy and is more difficult for a horse to negotiate than a solid looking fence. 
 
JUMPING ORDER - The jumping order or starting order is determined in a drawing before the event so that each competitor has an 
equal chance of attaining a favorable starting position.  Riders near the end of the starting order have the advantage of seeing how the 
first riders complete the course. 
 
JUMP-OFF - All horses with "clean" first rounds jump a shortened course against the clock to determine the winner. 
 
JUNIOR - A rider under 18 years of age. 
 
OPEN - Advanced divisions in which competitors are not restricted by previous winnings. 
 
RIDERS ATTIRE - Breeches and boots, a ratcatcher, hunt coat, and hunt cap are all worn by the riders.  Breeches are the tight fitting 
pants worn under leather boots.  A ratcatcher is another name for the riding shirt worn under the hunt coat or jacket.  It is common to 
see grand prix riders attired in a scarlet coat.  A blue collar signifies that the rider has competed for the USET.  Other hunt coat colors 
are blue, dark green or black.  The hunt cap is a type of hard helmet worn by the rider.  A rider may also elect to wear spurs or carry a 
crop, or stick, to encourage the horse over the fences. 
 
ROUND - or "trip"; terms used to describe a rider's turn in each class. 
 



 
 

  

SCHOOLING - The warm-up session prior to each rider's round in which they jump practice fences in the schooling area. 
SHOW JUMPING HALL OF FAME – The Show Jumping Hall of Fame conducts the Show Jumping Hall of Fame Jumper Classic 
Series, held under Grand Prix rules and specifications. The Series holds classes at approximately 100 horse shows across the country, 
including the Carolex Show Jumping Derby at the Hampton Classic.  The Show Jumping Hall of Fame is located at the Kentucky Horse 
Park in Lexington, KY. 
 
SPORT HORSE - Horse bred especially for competition in the disciplines of show jumping, eventing, or dressage based on the  
performance records in the lineage of sire and dam.  This method of producing equine athletes has been practiced for years in Europe, 
and is beginning to take hold in the U.S., where many of our horses have traditionally come from the racetrack.  Scores of horses of 
European sporthorse breeding, including Dutch Warmblood ("VIP"), Hanoverian ("The Natural"), and Selle Francais ("Galoubet"), have 
been imported for competition and breeding purposes.     
 
STANDARDS - The various types of supports which hold up the rails of a jump. 
 
STRIDE - The amount of ground covered by a horse in one "step" at the canter.  The average horse's stride is 12 feet.  Distances 
between fences are set accordingly by the course designer. 
 
TACK - The equipment worn by the horse depends on the needs of the animal.  The saddle and bridle are the staples.  Other 
equipment may be added such as a martingale, which attaches to the saddle and bridle to keep the horse's head from raising too high.  
Horses may also wear boots or bandages on their legs for support or protection.   
 
UNITED STATES EQUESTRIAN FEDERATION (USEF) – The sanctioning body which governs equestrian sport competition in the 
United States. 
 
UNITED STATES HUNTER JUMPER ASSOCIATION (USHJA) - The USHJA is committed to advancing and representing the hunter 
and jumper disciplines by fostering an educated community of equestrians that promotes the welfare of the horse and fairness in 
competition. 
 
USEF HUNTER SEAT EQUITATION MEDAL - A year-long horsemanship competition for junior riders which culminates at the 
Pennsylvania National Horse Show in Harrisburg, PA each October.  Riders must qualify for the finals by winning a specified number of 
USEF Medal classes throughout the year. 
 
USET FOUNDATION - The USET Foundation supports the competition, training, coaching, travel and educational needs of America’s 
elite and developing International High Performance horses and athletes in partnership with the US Equestrian Federation. 
 
VAULTING:  Gymnastics on a moving horse. 
 
VERTICAL - A fence with no spread to it, which forces a horse to make a steep arc in his effort to jump. 
 
VOLUNTARY WITHDRAWAL - A rider makes the decision not to continue on the course and to leave the ring usually with a nod of the 
head or tip of the hat to the judge.  A rider may decide to withdraw because of a problem with the horse or trouble negotiating the 
course, or because the rider knows he or she has too many faults to place in the ribbons and thus would rather spare his horse or save 
him for another class. 
 
WALKING THE COURSE - Riders and horses may not practice on a course prior to actual competition, but they are permitted to walk 
out the route, pacing off the number of strides between jumps and examining the obstacles closely.  It is a course designer's job to set 
up problems that will challenge the ability of exhibitors.  Riders and trainers must determine what and where these are in a course and 
develop strategies accordingly. 
 
WARMBLOOD - Type of sport horse resulting from crossing heavier draft-horse breeds with lighter Thoroughbred-types.  European 
warmblood breeds have been imported extensively into the U.S. over the past decade.  (See "SPORT HORSE") 
 























 

 

Fresh Flowers Have Arrived! 

DUTCH PETALS, INC - 161 POWELL AVE – SOUTHAMPTON -  NY - 11968 
Phone: 631.287.3356   Fax: 631.287.1529 

info@dutchpetals.com   www.dutchpetals.com 

 

DUTCH PETALS INC PROUDLY SPONSORS 
THE 2011 HAMPTON CLASSIC 

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 
Southampton NY, August 2011 – This is the first Year that Dutch Petals Inc. proudly 
sponsors the Hampton Classic Horse Show. 
 
Dutch Petals Inc. will be providing the centerpieces on each table in every tent. We will 
also have a display booth in the Children’s area. On Grand Prix Sunday our Design Team 
will be decorating one of the Jumps in the Grand Prix Ring. 
 

**** 
 
About Dutch Petals Inc 
 
Dutch Petals Inc, located in Southampton, NY, is a direct importer of the highest quality 
fresh cut flowers from around the world. We serve the Hamptons, Long Island and New 
York City. 
 
We are not your typical wholesale flower provider. Dutch Petals Inc. has partners located 
in South America and Holland who buy directly from growers and at auction. This gives 
us the unique opportunity to provide impeccable service with the best quality flowers at 
amazing prices.  
 
The Dutch Petals Design Team consists of extremely talented and amazingly creative 
professionals with over 40 years of experience. From the simplest to the most elaborate 
designs, excellence and elegance is our hallmark. Our goal is always is to provide 
extraordinary flowers in creative designs with personalized service. 
 
 
“Our Mission is to provide Exceptional Flowers at Exceptional Prices!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
  
MEDIA CONTACT: 
EquiFit, inc. 
877-437-8434 
Info@EquiFit.net 
�  

Introducing the Next Generation of Hind Performance Boots: 
EquiFit, inc Launches the RSL HindBoot™ 

  
Boston, MA – June 15, 2011 –Developed in conjunction with top 
professionals, the RSL HindBoot encourages a superior jump and overall 
performance. The RSL HindBoot is currently the only boot on the market to 
feature removable 'pressure points;’ making them highly effective on a wide 
range of horses. The RSL HindBoot aids in creating a more animated canter, 
while helping the horse follow through with the hind legs while jumping. Tidy 
and unobtrusive, the clean lines and classic EquiFit design coordinate seamlessly 
with the rest of the T-Boot Series™. 
  
The initial response to the RSL HindBoot has been overwhelmingly positive. Lee 
McKeever, Manager at McLain Ward, Inc. states: “the hard shell and wide straps 
on the RSL Boot give more support and protection to better your horse’s 
performance and jump.”  
  
In addition to the removable ‘pressure points’, the RSL HindBoot incorporates 
the high performance T-Foam™ technology found in all models of the EquiFit T-
Boot Series™. Breathable T-Foam disperses pressure, provides maximum hold 
up, and reduces rubs like no other material. This aids in the prevention of skin 
irritations, allergies, scratches and over-heating. The removable T-Foam liners 
absorb 97% of shock and vibration under impact, and can be machine-washed 
and dried. 
  
“We are beyond excited about the release of this boot,” states EquiFit Founder 
and President, Alexandra Cherubini. “By combining the best attributes of various 
boots on the market, and adding the removable ‘pressure points,’ the RSL 
HindBoot creates a desirable and positive reaction without causing the horses to 
over react and get nervous. To Date, all the horses who have used the RSL boots 
have followed through with their hind ends more effectively.” 
  
A genuine commitment to horses and riders drives EquiFit to seek new and better 
ways to help them perform, recover, and succeed at all levels. Our unique blend 
of ingenuity and horse world expertise allows us to continuously adapt premium 
innovations in healthcare and fitness to the needs of equestrians. The result: 
distinctive products for high performance both in and out of the ring. EquiFit 
Inc.’s T-Boots are the “Official Performance Horse Boot and Leg Wear” of the 
United States Equestrian Federation. 
  



For more information please call 1-877-4EQUIFIT (437-8434) or 
visit  www.EquiFit.net.  
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FTI Consulting, Inc. 
777 South Flagler Drive, Suite 1500  
West Palm Beach, FL 33401 
+1.561.515.6078 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:   
 
AT FTI:                  
Nancy Amling  
+1.212.651.7137 
nancy.amling@fticonsulting.com 

 
 

FTI Consulting, Inc. Announces Sponsorship of 
2011 Hampton Classic Horse Show Grand Prix 

 
Long-time supporter to sponsor Grand Prix for fifth consecutive year 

 
 

West Palm Beach, Fla., August, 2011 — FTI Consulting, Inc. (NYSE: FCN) the global business 
advisory firm dedicated to helping organizations protect and enhance their enterprise value, is 
pleased to announce its sponsorship of the $250,000 FTI Grand Prix and FEI World Cup™ Qualifier at 

the 2011 Hampton Classic Horse Show, one of the nation’s largest and most respected equestrian 
competitions. Celebrating its 36th year, the 2011 Hampton Classic Horse Show takes place in 
Bridgehampton, N.Y., from Sunday, August 28, through Sunday, September 4.  
 
As one of the top competitions in the country, the event draws nationally competitive equestrians and 
admirers. An active sponsor of the Hampton Classic for the past six years, FTI Consulting will sponsor 
the coveted $250,000 Grand Prix, the key event of the competition to be held on the afternoon of 
Sunday, September 4. In addition to the Grand Prix sponsorship, FTI Consulting is sponsoring “Jump 
for the ASPCA,” where it will donate a minimum of $11,000 to the ASPCA Equine Fund and contribute 
a bonus of $1,000 up to $5,000 for every competitor who successfully clears the ASPCA jump in the 
Grand Prix Jump-Off.  
 
“We are thrilled to continue our support of the Hampton Classic by serving as the Grand Prix title 
sponsor for the fifth consecutive year,” said Dennis Shaughnessy, chairman of the board for FTI 
Consulting. “In the business arena, FTI consistently anticipates and addresses challenges. Much like 
the partnership between a horse and rider, FTI Consulting develops a working relationship with its 
clients to meet and overcome all obstacles.” 
 
FTI Consulting is a long-standing supporter of the equestrian community. From 2007 through 2010, 
FTI Consulting has served as the Hampton Classic Grand Prix title sponsor, which is regarded as the 
highlight of the competition and a central event to close the Hamptons' summer season.  FTI 
Consulting also is the title sponsor of the FTI Winter Equestrian Festival in Wellington, Fla., the most 
prominent equestrian event on the East Coast during the winter months.  Other sporting brands that 
FTI Consulting supports are the New York Yankees and Padraig Harrington, one of the leading 
international golfers and two-time winner of the British Open.   
 
About FTI Consulting  
 
FTI Consulting, Inc. is a global business advisory firm dedicated to helping organizations protect and 
enhance enterprise value in an increasingly complex legal, regulatory and economic environment. 



With more than 3,700 employees located in 22 countries, FTI Consulting professionals work closely 
with clients to anticipate, illuminate and overcome complex business challenges in areas such as 
investigations, litigation, mergers and acquisitions, regulatory issues, reputation management and 
restructuring. The company generated $1.4 billion in revenues during fiscal year 2010. More 
information can be found at www.fticonsulting.com. 
 

About 2011 Hampton Classic 
 
The Hampton Classic Horse Show is one of the country’s largest and most spectacular hunter/jumper 
horse shows.  With more than 50,000 spectators, 1,400 horses and over half a million dollars in prize 
money, the Classic is not only a sporting event of major proportions but also one of the most 
extravagant social events of the Hamptons' summer season.   
 

# # # 

http://www.fticonsulting.com/
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